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FAST FORWARD: FLUSHING IN 2107
TO RUN MAY 4—June 17 at FLUSHING TOWN HALL

EXHIBIT CURATED BY MADDY ROSENBERG FEATURES 
VISUAL ARTISTS IN VARIOUS MEDIA IMAGINING THE FLUSHING of the FUTURE

Dates: May 4—June 17, 2007
Gallery Hours: 12:00 P.M.—5:00 P.M., Seven days a week

Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY

Admission: FREE
Box Office: 718.463.7700 x222; www.flushingtownhall.org
Founded as the town of Vlissingen in 1645 by the Dutch West India Company, the community of Flushing is one of the country’s most diverse. With a population of approximately 236,000, one can hear as many as 170 languages spoken on the street. Business is thriving, rents are up, and there is a newly organized business improvement district. This is the Flushing of the present. 

In Fast Forward: Flushing in 2107, a diversity of artists envision what Flushing will be like in 100 years: who will live there, what languages they will speak, how they will get to work, what they will do for fun, how global warming will impact their lives, and more. The exhibit, curated by Maddy Rosenberg, features artists working in various media, from drawing, painting, collage and ceramics to video, light, sound and mixed media installations. Fast Forward will be open to the public at Flushing Town Hall from May 4 through June 17. There will be an opening reception on the evening of May 3, and on May 20 at 2:00 P.M., Rosenberg will host a curator’s talk and tour of the exhibition. On May 6 at 2:00 P.M., artists from the Taipei International Artists Village, featured in Fast Forward, will discuss their work. 
Maddy Rosenberg was born in Brooklyn and now divides her time between New York City and Europe, where she maintains an active international exhibition, curatorial, and lecturing career. She is an artist who works in several media: oil painting, drawing, printmaking, artists’ books, toy theater, and installation. Her most recent curatorial projects have been at Proteus Gowanus, the Abrons Arts Center at the Henry Street Settlement, NYC’s Center for Book Arts, Cité Internationale des Arts, Atelier Lacouriére-Frélaut and Parsons Paris. Her own work is in public collections such as MoMA, Brooklyn Museum, Museum of New Art, Tate Gallery, Fogg Museum, Victoria and Albert Museum, Salzburg Museum Carolina Augusteum, Biblioteca National de Madrid, and Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art.

In a Curator’s Statement for Fast Forward, Rosenberg describes the varied work comprising the exhibit: “Leah Beeferman, in her conceptual yet highly visual collaborations with Neil Freeman and Michelle Higa, links a romantic colonial past of the area with a technological future. Alejandra Villasmil is both powerful and playful in her triptych collage of a Flushing more dystopian than utopian. James Martin' envisions a painted landscape that resonates with the negative effects of global warming, turning the surrounding area into a haunting moonscape. Though Desi Minchillo describes the Flushing of a hundred years as a ‘smorgasbord of architectural expressions,’ her pieces reduce the neighborhood to simple abstracted shapes and textures. Christopher Arabadjis goes one better and takes his idea of a future Flushing down to pure line. Darren Jones preserves a piece of the historical architecture in an attempt to help move it into the next century. Li Wei Chui and Sen Yang, both of Taiwan and exploring Flushing for the first time during a guest residency, through animation and light bring their perspectives as outsiders to re-interpreting a local New York community and then taking a leap into the future. And both J. E. Jasen and Grace Su in their intimate pieces inject humor into what may very well be a virtual life on the edge.

The work of Li Wei Chiu and Sen Yang, artists from the Taipei International Artists Village, is an exhibit within the exhibit. Entitled “Visions of the Future,” their contribution to Fast Forward is the continuation of a Queens-East Asia Cultural Partnership begun in 2005 with Wind Dance Theater in Taiwan. The partnership is supported by a U.S. State Department grant of $100,000 and by the JP Morgan Chase Foundation. These artists will discuss their work on Sunday, May 6 at 2:00 P.M., in the gallery at Flushing Town Hall. 
Flushing Council on Culture and the Arts was founded in 1979 to be a revitalizing force for its community and a creative catalyst for developing and promoting the arts throughout Queens, presenting everything from exhibitions of painting, sculpture and photography to award-winning performances of jazz and classical music, opera, theater and dance. The Council also provides educational opportunities for community residents of all ages, and an array of vital services to local artists and arts organizations. These activities take place in historic Flushing Town Hall. In 2004, the Flushing Council became an affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution. 

For more Information, please contact Blake Zidell at Blake Zidell & Associates,
718.643.9052 or blake@blakezidell.com.
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